CHAPTER VII
THE BRITISH CONQUEST OF INDIA :   I. 1760-1800
we must now turn our attention for a space to the most
wonderful and romantic portion of our history— the conquest
of our Indian Empire. This story has hitherto received some-
what less than the appreciation it deserves, partly, it seems,
owing to the habit among military historians of treating it as a
sort of appendage to the narrative of campaigns in other parts
of the world which chanced to be contemporaneous with it.
This method of treatment seems both mistaken and regrettable.
Admittedly Indian affairs were in many respects closely bound
up with, and at times considerably influenced by, the course of
events in Europe and elsewhere, and this is as true of military
and naval as of political matters ; but this interdependence has
often been greatly exaggerated, and by the undue emphasis
usually laid upon it the continuity of the whole story has been
frequently lost sight of, The British conquest of India was
mainly accomplished after all by forces locally raised, paid and
controlled by the East India Company, and should therefore be
primarily regarded as one complete and independent episode in
the history of the British army, which later absorbed these forces'.
This story may be roughly divided into four phases : (i)
The expulsion of the French from India between 174.1 and 1761,
which has already been told in Chapter V, ; (2) the acquisition
of Bengal and the long struggle with Mysore for the control of
Southern India between 1760 and 1800, now about to be
described ; (3) the contest with the Mahratta Confederacy, the
conquest of Central India and the first war with Burma between
1802 and 1839 ; and (4) the extension of the British frontiers
eastward and westward to their present limits from 1839 to
1857, w^ch w*tt f°rm ^e subject of subsequent chapters.
I. the british conquest of bengal, 1760-1767
f 58, with the puppet Meer Jaffier
as its nominal ruler, subject in theory to the overlordship of the
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